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I preached last month from 1 John and I talked about praising God as a means of discovering His 

Spirit within you. We are to start with thanksgiving and then risk switching from thanksgiving to 

praise. It’s a risk because “praising” God is very intimate. It’s not always easy to do.  

 

This month, the masks are coming off for most of us and the end of the pandemic is in sight. It 

may never have a “last day” but we’re getting close. I want to encourage you to “Praise” God 

for the pandemic. I’m not kidding. If we have experienced grief, anxiety, anger, loneliness, 

despair or a multitude of other negative emotions this past year, we need healing. In order to 

be healed, we can’t just move on like nothing happened. True healing comes from God and we 

must take our pain to Him. Removing the masks and returning to normal won’t erase the past 

year.  

 

I invite you to start with thanksgiving. Write down everything you are thankful for that God 

accomplished during the pandemic. As you write, I hope you will feel the joy from God’s Spirit 

confirming the multitude of things God has done for you this past year. Once you have a list, try 

to turn your thankfulness into praise. Tell God how wonderful and powerful He is. You don’t 

have to praise God for the pandemic, but find, within yourself, true joy about what God 

accomplished in it. Then, please do one more thing.  

 

Please send your list of thanksgiving and maybe even some praises to my email address. I will 

compile our giant list of thankfulness and remove the names. That list will be published for 

everyone to share and I will use that list during prayer in at least one of our worship services. 

The list will not include your name and you may also just slip a note in my box without a name. 

I reserve the right to filter any items on the list that might cause division or hurt others. On your 

mark! Get set. Go!  
 

The Peace of Christ be with you! 
 
David Ramage 



DEACONS 
  Class of 2021      

Veta Brooks  586-484-4626 
Barb Salo  231-330-5253 

   Carol Spellman 231-322-3091 
  Class of 2022      

Carol Gregory 231-590-8604   
Sarah Juntune 231-533-9403 

   Sue Knapp  231-676-0368 
  Class of 2023      

Sue Blugerman 231-676-3323 
 Laura Foerster 231-350-7181 

Pat Hallberg  231-533-6006   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David and Veta Brooks   6-Jun 
Rich and Anna Hannan           12-Jun 
Nick and Nancy Taddeucci          12-Jun 
Ron and Cynthia Tschudy          12-Jun 
Tom and Eileen Hedin           14-Jun 
Dick and Connie Garcia           16-Jun 
Greg and Grace Adamek           18-Jun 
Ken and Barb Salo            20-Jun 
Max and Ann Schwandt           20-Jun 
Phil and Gloria Weiss           23-Jun 
Bruce and Bev Dickinson           25-Jun 

 Thomas and Jane Craigie           28-Jun 

Save the Date! 
Antrim County High Tea 
FOR BREAST CANCER PREVENTION 

 

Sunday, August 8, 2021 
At Shanty Creek 

11:30 am: table viewing 

12:00 pm: program and luncheon 

                         

Tickets call Bonnie Kershner 231-620-4255 

Interested in designing a table  

call Kristi Meyer 317-695-6446 

Any questions call Tammy Lockwood 231-377-2002 

 

 

If you attend our in-person worship 
services, please remain seated and 

quiet during the Postlude. 
 

  
 
Media Recycling Follow-up 
A huge thank you to those who brought in 
media for recycling.  You kept about 8 
grocery bags' worth of material out of the 
garbage.  The commercial tapes and disks 
were almost all given away; Acme Christian 
Thrift Store took the large collection of 
Christian-themed material and much of the 
rest was given away at a 'freebies' booth on 
the opening day of the Bellaire Famers 
Market.  Much of the rest was given to other 
thrift stores that still deal with VHS 
and cassette tapes. Only a few commercial 
items plus the home-recorded tapes needed 
to be recycled.  For those who'd like to 
pursue this on their own, the Company is 
called Green Disk.  (GreenDisk.com) Thanks 
again for helping keep God's creation clean. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

        Rich Hannan          03-Jun 
        Dottie Schaefer         05-Jun 
        Joel Lemmer          08-Jun 
        Max Schwandt         08-Jun 
        David Ramage          10-Jun 
        Jack Glyshaw          13-Jun 
        Dee Owens          15-Jun 
        Greg Stover          15-Jun 
        Jean Berry          16-Jun 
        Carol Lewellen         19-Jun 
        Chris Bostater          19-Jun 
        Brenda McLellan         21-Jun 
        Bob Stinson          23-Jun 
        Bob Drudge          23-Jun 
        Grant Rowe          24-Jun 
        Don Hoyt          30-Jun 
        Sue Knapp          30-Jun 
        Nick Taddeucci         30-Jun 

 
 

The Mission Committee continues to 
support the Baby Bottle Boomerang 
through Father’s Day. If you’d like to 
contribute to Good Samaritan and help new 
moms and their babies in our area, please 
send your contribution to Church in the Hills 
electronically or by mail, and we’ll get your 
donation to Good Sam after Father’s Day.   

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Unless you’re a pluviophile (someone who 
loves rain), a stretch of sunshine-free days 
can seem drab and dreary. To make South 
Korea’s long monsoon season more colorful, 
art students created murals on some Seoul 
sidewalks with hydrochromic paint. It’s 
invisible on dry surfaces, but as soon as 
water hits, vibrant images appear. Rain 
transforms gray pavement into bright scenes 
of fish, whales and turtles.  
 
Life’s storms, whether literal or figurative, 
can dampen our enthusiasm and even 
challenge our faith. Yet adversity often 
reveals God’s true colors — and ours. No 
matter what clouds pass overhead, God 
remains perfect, loving and steadfast. And 
by praising God “rain or shine,” we, as his 
artwork, reveal that our Creator and his 
every brushstroke are trustworthy. 
 
 

Friendly reminder that the 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

is the 15th of each month. 



 
 
Dementia.  We hear the word tossed about frequently.  
But what is dementia? 
 
Dementia is a catch-all word used to describe the erosion 
of cognitive abilities – primarily as we age.  Within this 
catch-all word are a variety of different forms of 
dementia, with Alzheimer’s being the dementia most 
frequently thought of and diagnosed.  Other forms 
include vascular dementia, Lewy-Body dementia, 
dementia associated with HIV, frontotemporal 
dementia, neurosyphilis, or the dementia associated 
with prions, such as the dementia associated with “Mad 
Cow Disease”, or Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy. 
 
Signs and symptoms of dementia are subtle and are 
initially, easily overlooked.  Such signs include: 

1. Memory loss that disrupts normal life. 
a. One of the most common signs of 

Alzheimer’s disease, especially in the 
early stage, is forgetting recently learned 
information. Others include forgetting 
important dates or events, asking for the 
same questions over and over, and 
increasingly needing to rely on memory 
aids (e.g., reminder notes or electronic 
devices) or family members for things 
they used to handle on their own. 

b. What's a typical age-related change? 
Sometimes forgetting names or 
appointments, but remembering them 
later. 

2. Changes in planning or solving problems. 
a. Some people living with dementia may 

experience changes in their ability to 
develop and follow a plan or work with 
numbers. They may have trouble 
following a familiar recipe or keeping 
track of monthly bills. They may have 
difficulty concentrating and take much 
longer to do things than they did before. 

i. As a RN, and as an attorney, very 
often changes in the 

management of household bills 
are initially the cause for 
concern.  Family members, 
friends or loved ones will 
observe the person 
experiencing financial 
difficulties when previously, the 
person was in solid control of 
their money.  What I’ve 
observed over the years include 
bills not getting paid, bills 
getting paid more than once, 
and large sums of money going 
to ill-defined programs, places 
or people. 

b. What's a typical age-related change? 
i. Making occasional errors when 

managing finances or household 

bills. 
3. Difficulty completing familiar tasks. 

a. People with Alzheimer's often find it 
hard to complete daily tasks. Sometimes 
they may have trouble driving to a 
familiar location, organizing a grocery 
list or remembering the rules of a 
favorite game. 

b. What's a typical age-related change? 
Occasionally needing help to use 
microwave settings or to record a TV 
show.  And given the complexity of the 
technology, I have to recruit my teenage 
daughter to handle such things! 

4. Confusion with time or place. 
a. People living with Alzheimer's can lose 

track of dates, seasons and the passage 
of time. They may have trouble 
understanding something if it is not 
happening immediately. Sometimes 
they may forget where they are or how 
they got there. 

i. As a RN, I’ve noticed folks with 
dementia easily mix their days 
and nights around.  Their sleep 
patterns are confused, with 
frequent napping during the 
day, and then up all night, 
wandering.  This creates safety 
challenges! 

b. What's a typical age-related change? 
Getting confused about the day of the 
week but figuring it out later. How many 
of us, without a set routine, get confused 



as to which day of the week it is?  Guilty 
as charged! 

5. Trouble understanding visual images or spatial 
relationships. 

a. For some people, having vision problems 
is a sign of Alzheimer's. This may lead to 
difficulty with balance or trouble 
reading. They may also have problems 
judging distance and determining color 
or contrast, causing issues with driving. 

b. What's a typical age-related change? 

Vision changes related to cataracts. This, 
as well assessment of an elder’s hearing 
is a simple fix and can literally change the 
elder’s world! 

6. New problems with words in speaking or 
writing. 

a. People living with Alzheimer's may have 
trouble following or joining a 
conversation. They may stop in the 
middle of a conversation and have no 
idea how to continue or they may repeat 
themselves. They may struggle with 
vocabulary, have trouble naming a 
familiar object or use the wrong name 
(e.g., calling a "watch" a "hand-clock"). 

b. What's a typical age-related change? 
Sometimes having trouble finding the 
right word.  And we all have times when 
we can’t remember the word we’re 
seeking – “it’s on the tip of my tongue”.  
What I’ve observed with dementia is 
almost like a word salad, neologisms, or 
just a blank look when the language 
doesn’t flow. 

7. Misplacing things and losing the ability to 
retrace steps to find the missing item. 

a. A person living with Alzheimer's disease 
may put things in unusual places. They 
may lose things and be unable to go back 
over their steps to find them again. He or 
she may accuse others of stealing, 
especially as the disease progresses. 

b. What’s a typical age-related change? 
Misplacing things from time to time and 
retracing steps to find them. 

8. Decreased or poor judgment. 
a. Individuals may experience changes in 

judgment or decision-making. For 
example, they may use poor judgment 
when dealing with money or pay less 
attention to grooming or keeping 
themselves clean. 

i. Poor hygiene is fairly typical of 
Alzheimer’s.  People who were 
once fastidious appear dirty, 
disheveled, and are totally 
unaware of how they appear – 
or smell. 

b. What’s a typical age-related change? 
Making a bad decision or mistake once 
in a while, like neglecting to change the 
oil in the car. 

9. Withdrawal from work or social activities. 
a. A person living with Alzheimer’s disease 

may experience changes in the ability to 
hold or follow a conversation. As a 
result, he or she may withdraw from 
hobbies, social activities or other 
engagements. They may have trouble 
keeping up with a favorite team or 
activity. 

i. This can also be a sign of 
depression.  Again, depression is 
easily screened for and treated.  
And can make a world of 
difference for an elder. 

b. What's a typical age-related change? 
Sometimes feeling uninterested in 
family or social obligations. 

10. Changes in mood or personality. 
a. Individuals living with Alzheimer’s may 

experience mood and personality 
changes. They can become confused, 
suspicious, depressed, fearful or 
anxious. They may be easily upset at 
home, with friends or when out of their 
comfort zone. 

b. What's a typical age-related change? 
Developing very specific ways of doing 
things and becoming irritable when a 
routine is disrupted. 

 

If any of these symptoms cause concern for you, please 
touch base with your primary care provider and be 
screened.  Medications are available to help ease the 
symptoms.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with 
any questions or concerns; my cell is 618-623-9196; my 
email is Laura.foerster7757@gmail.com. 

   

 
 
 
 
 



CHURCH in the HILLS ONLINE GIVING PROGRAM 
Church in the Hills has recently established an 
online giving program through a Vanco / 
Presbyterian Foundation partnership.  This 
provides an alternate way to donate other than 
placing a check or cash in the offering plate, 
mailing in a check, or using your bank’s online bill 
pay system.  A “Donate” button on the right-hand 
side of the church’s web page accesses a donation 
form.  If you would like to use this, we recommend 
that you create a profile the first time you use the 
donation form which allows the system to keep 
track of your donations and acknowledge them 
with an immediate email and then with a year-end 
annual summary.  The donation form allows you 
to donate to one of six church funds (General, 
Mission, Community Relief, Endowment, 
Memorial, and Food Pantry).  There is also a 
“note” field that can be used similar to a note that 
you put on the memo line of a personal check 
made out to the church.  As an example, the 
church presently has a donation drive for Moms & 
Tots so if you want to donate to that particular 
cause, you can make your donation out to the 
Mission Fund and then in the note field indicate it 
is for Moms & Tots. 

You will also see a “Donate” button on all of Pastor 
David’s emails reminding folks of the Sunday 
morning worship service.  If you push that email 
button, you will be taken directly to the church’s 
donation form where you can make a donation. 

We have also decided to put a donation barcode 
link at the end of the Sunday worship bulletin.  If 
you take a smart phone and scan that barcode you 
will be taken directly to the church’s electronic 
donate form. 

The online giving program is an attempt to make 
it easier for those that want to donate to the 
church’s ministry.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact any of the church’s 
finance committee. 

On behalf of the church’s finance committee, 

Ken Salo 

Please consider taking a Sunday to 

provide chancel flowers in memory or honor 

of someone or to celebrate a special event.  

Please contact the church office for details. 

 
Versions of the Bible:  
https://www.cambridge.org/us/bibles/bible
-versions. The Bible just keeps getting better 
and better as Biblical traditions and terms 
are more clearly explained in everyday 
language. Some are meant for younger 
readers, some for scholarly study. Find the 
one that best suits your needs.  
 
 

Sunday School Volunteers Needed! 
We are looking for a few volunteers to assist 
us with Children’s Ministry at Church in the 
Hills.  No experience required, we have 
organized lesson plans that are sent to you 
ahead of time, cupboards full of art supplies 
and crafts, a handful of regular children who 
have big hearts for God and love each other, 
and experienced Sunday School teachers to 
help guide you along the way.  Ideally, we 
would have you volunteer once a 
month.  Whether you are young or old, male 
or female, education background or finance 
background, it doesn’t matter.  All that is 
required is to have a heart to serve and to 
have fun because that is what Sunday School 
is all about!  Please contact Lindsay Eggers at 
lindsays@movewithstevens.com if you want 
to learn more. 
 
 

 
 
A heartfelt thanks for the prayers, cards and 
well wishes during the last two months. 
Your prayers and God have been at my side.   
I am so grateful, Marty Harris 

https://www.cambridge.org/us/bibles/bible-versions
https://www.cambridge.org/us/bibles/bible-versions


God Is Love 
   At every Session Meeting an Elder provides 
a devotion giving Session Elders something 
to think about.  As Clerk of Session, I attend 
every meeting and am therefore privileged 
to listen to each reading and discussion. On 
Wednesday, May 12th Session focused on 
the verse from First John 4:16 God is Love.  It 
is a wonderful feeling to hear that God 
always loves us.   I believe His love is 
reflected in our eyes and in the eyes of those 
we love. That love becomes a circle formed 
by God.  This has been a difficult year for 
everyone.  As Christians we are called on to 
be patient, loving and kind – during the 
stressful times as well as the good times.  As 
recommendations have changed throughout 
the country our community and our 
congregation, we hold onto the hope that 
our lives will return to what we consider 
“normal”.  “Normal” however will still come 
with cautious optimism.  Each month we 
have taken small steps. As of May 15th, the 
mask wearing recommendation was lifted in 
Michigan for fully vaccinated individuals.  If 
individuals are not fully vaccinated mask 
wearing and social distancing are still 
recommended in Michigan and at Church in 
the Hills.      
    I would personally like to thank each of the 
Task Force Members for taking on the 
responsibility of expressing congregational 
concerns, researching statistics and 
gathering information from the CDC and 
state of Michigan.  The committee met 
monthly and sometimes more often, 
throughout the year to make 
recommendations to Session.  Decisions 
were made by the group, not by one person 
and not considering political opinions.  Task 
Force members are from diverse 
backgrounds and were selected based on 

the responsibility they held at Church in the 
Hills. The Task Force remains committed to 
keeping our congregation, our staff, and our 
community safe.  We made 
recommendations to Session, and I, as a 
member of the Task Force and Clerk of 
Session, served as the messenger. Members 
of Church in the Hills have followed the 
masking guidelines, hand sanitizing, and 
social distancing protocols. We have not 
held Super Spreader Events, we have not 
had an outbreak, and we have not been told 
by the Health Department to close.  All of 
which we can celebrate!  Thank you for your 
patience and a special thank you to our 
COVID-19 Task Force:  
Paul DeLange, Lisa Luxton, David Ramage, 
Barb Salo and Dottie Schaefer.   

Let’s keep the circle of love and life going 
because “God is Love”!   Peace be with you- 

Mary Ann Waara, Clerk of Session 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Prayer Shawl knitting group will meet 
on Monday, June 14 at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Undercroft.  A variety of beautiful yarn and 
little charms will be available for you to 
select from. We hope to see you there! 

 

Don’t Forget the FREE Clothing Giveaway: 
June 5th at Richardi Park in Bellaire from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Second-hand summer clothing 
for babies through 12th graders will be 
available. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

 

WORSHIP/MUSIC 
3:30 PM 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

2 
CHOIR 

3:30 PM  
 
 

 

3 
MEN’S RAP 

9:00 AM 
 

FINANCE 
1:00 PM 
ZOOM 

 
 

 
 

 

4 
PASTOR’S 
DAY OFF 

 

 

5 

6 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

10:00 AM 
 
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
   

 

 

7 
DEACONS 
10:00 AM 

 
 

8 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 9 
SESSION 

10:00 AM 

 

CHOIR 
3:30 PM  

 

10 
MEN’S RAP 

9:00 AM 

 

 
 

 

11 
PASTOR’S 
DAY OFF 

 
 

12 
 

13 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

10:00 AM 
 

 

14 
 

15 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

 
 

16 
CHOIR 

3:30 PM  
 
 
 

 

17 
MEN’S RAP 

9:00 AM 

18 
PASTOR’S 
DAY OFF 

 

19 
 

20 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

10:00 AM 
 

FATHER’S 
DAY 

 

 

21 
 

22 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

 
 

 

23 
CHOIR 

3:30 PM  

 

24 
MEN’S RAP 

9:00 AM 

 

25 
PASTOR’S 
DAY OFF 

 

 

26 
 

 

27 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

10:00 AM 
 

 

 

 

28 
 

 

29 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

 

MISSION 
7:00 PM  

 

30 
CHOIR 

3:30 PM  
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CHURCH IN THE HILLS 
A Presbyterian Community of 
Faith and Friendship in Christ 

6401 Shanty Creek Rd  
PO Box 319 

Bellaire, MI 49615 
Phone: 231-533-6001 

 

OFFICE E-MAIL: 
office@churchinthehills.net 

WEBSITE: 
www.churchinthehills.org 

 

Service of Worship: Sunday 10:00 AM 
Children’s Program: Sunday 10:00 AM 

 

OFFICE STAFFED  
Tue – Thu, 9 AM – 1 PM 

Lisa Luxton, Office Manager 
 

Church in the Hills is a member of the 
Presbytery of Mackinac 

The Synod of the Covenant 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

                              

                              

                              

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Reverend David Ramage revramage@gmail.com 
 

Clerk of Session:   Mary Ann Waara    231-350-0067 
 

Class of 2021       

Jean Rowe        Finance               231-533-8131 

Bonnie Smith          Mission   231-350-6406 

Cynthia Tschudy     C.E./Mission  231-544-6167 

Class of 2022       

Bob Brooks         Personnel   231-533-8005 

Lindsay Eggers         Christian Ed  989-992-5514 

Rem Siekmann        Worship   440-527-4416 

Class of 2023       

Linda Bicum         Membership   231-322-2811    

Tom Juntune           Finance  231-533-9403 

Terry Moore            Bldg. & Grounds  616-510-6583                                    

Music Staff       

Dorothy Clore, John Dickinson, Carol McLeod            

 
 
 
 Reverend Mr. Donald E. Gordon, Pastor Emeritus 


