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The vaccination process has given us hope that things may return to normal soon. Our time away from 
in-person worship has been longer than most of us expected. I’ve mentioned several times that our 
expectation and desire to return to normal may not be a faithful response to what God is doing. I’m 
reminded of the Jewish people who were living in exile away from their homeland, culture and temple. 
When it came time for some of them to return, they did so with great expectation. The people who 
returned to Jerusalem had never known this sacred city and land. They had adopted a new culture and 
religious life. They had instituted a system of synagogues that served regions rather than look to one 
temple for their religious practices. They had even forgotten their language. Though they began to 
rebuild the temple and city, they kept the synagogue system in place. They mixed the old with the new.  
 
We may be back to in-person worship soon. No one knows for sure. Health and safety have become 
the controlling factors in our life this past year and we want our lives back. Will the church be the same 
one we left a year ago? This may be a shocking question. You may not have thought about any real 
repercussions from our time away. The live-streaming worked well and is now a permanent part of our 
offerings. The Zoom meeting ability we used for Bible Study and other meetings will also continue to 
be used for those who cannot attend. These technologies have helped us maintain our worship 
together and they have helped us grow. The growth we have experienced is worthy of our attention as 
we hope to come back together. We all know that in-person worship is better than virtual. Most of us 
have been worshipping together with a community our entire life. We desire others to experience this 
same worshipping community. We may downplay virtual worship as less faithful or consider it a vague 
reflection of the real thing. But those who found us during the pandemic and continue to join us for 
worship, may not have ever experienced the community we love. They are faithful to a new way of 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. We need to acknowledge their presence and honor them as part 
of our church family. Virtual worship may be our synagogue system. A system that helps introduce 
people to the love of God and the joy of worship at the same time we work to build a local community. 
Are we ready to welcome brothers and sisters into the Kingdom of God even if we never see them in 
our building? Do we only want what we had a year ago? Or do we want to embrace what God has done 
in the midst of our misfortune? The good news has multiplied during the shutdown and quarantine. 
Are we ready for God to do a new thing?  
 
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you 
not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:18, 19 
 

The Peace of Christ be with you! 
 
David Ramage



2021 Giving Envelopes 

Church in the Hills has a few boxed sets of 

weekly envelopes for 2021. These are 

generic mail-back envelopes that have our 

address and a date, but do not have a “giving 

number”. If you are interested in a set, 

please call or email the church office to 

arrange for a “curbside” pick-up. Otherwise, 

you are welcome to use your own envelope. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Jim and Marian Racey   20-Mar 
 
 

DEACONS 
  Class of 2021      

Veta Brooks  586-484-4626 
Barb Salo  231-330-5253 

   Carol Spellman 231-322-3091 
  Class of 2022      

Carol Gregory 231-590-8604   
Sarah Juntune 231-533-9403 

   Sue Knapp  231-676-0368 
  Class of 2023      

Sue Blugerman 231-676-3323 
 Laura Foerster 231-350-7181 

Pat Hallberg  231-533-6006   

 

March is Brain Injury Awareness Month! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COVID Vaccinations from Laura Foerster 
Meijer hosted a vaccination clinic last 
week.  One can register for Meijer’s clinics at 
clinic.meijer.com, or by calling the Meijer 
Pharmacy you use.   
Family Fare anticipates receiving vaccine 
mid-March; you can sign up to receive your 
COVID vaccine through Family Fare at 
https://www.shopfamilyfare.com/covid19v
accine.   
Rite Aid’s website indicates they are a 
federal retail pharmacy partner in 
Michigan.  Whether they are hosting vaccine 
clinics, or immunizing people on a first come, 
first served basis is unknown to me.  If you 
are so inclined, it might be worth calling Rite 
Aid in TC or wherever you are to see if you 
are able to obtain your immunization there.   
Walgreens website is vague as to COVID 
immunizations, but may be an option 
depending on where you live.   
The CVS website reports no vaccine 
availability through their Michigan 
stores.  And for those of you residing in 
Florida, it is my understanding Publix 
pharmacies are your location to obtain 
immunizations.   
Please also check the area health 
departments websites for updates as well.  
   

https://www.shopfamilyfare.com/covid19vaccine
https://www.shopfamilyfare.com/covid19vaccine


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to  
SPRING FORWARD 

March 14th  
by setting your clocks ahead before  

you go to bed Saturday night. 
 

 

COVID-19 
Thank you, Laura Foerster, for the great article 
in the February newsletter regarding vaccines 
and how they work in the body. I hope 
everyone who wants to be vaccinated will 
have them by the spring. Please continue to 
keep us updated, Laura. We’re all anxious to 
get back to a more normal life, and especially 
to return to Sunday worship services and 
special fellowship gatherings.  
 

COVID-19 Poll 
At the Session’s meeting in February, the topic 
of polling the congregation in regard to when 
the church might safely reopen for worship 
came up for discussion. The Session would like 
to know in some manner how many 
congregants have either had the virus and 
recovered or how many have had one or both 
vaccinations. The poll is anonymous and 
Session is not seeking anyone’s personal 
data, but simply numbers, which we may 
gather monthly. When the counts are such 
that there is little danger of spreading the 
virus, the Session will consider reopening the 
church. We’ve already conducted one poll but 
be on the lookout for perhaps another request 
for that information. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
Each year on Easter Sunday we participate in 
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, an 
ecumenical relief program started by 
Protestant churches in 1949.  Gifts given by 
each denomination stay within that 
denomination, although all are focused on 
the goal of relief and reconstruction.  The 
PC(USA) divides its offering among 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Self-
Development of People, and the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program.  All three of 
the recipients are highly respected 
Presbyterian programs that help people 
survive in the United States and around the 
world.  

Please help as you are able, just write a 
check to “Church in the Hills” with “OGHS” in 
the memo line and mail it to the 
church.  Thank you so much for your 
generosity. 
     
 
Staying in Touch 
If you’re away from Bellaire for the winter or 
during the pandemic or even permanently 
and would like to say hello to our church 
family, drop me a note and I’ll get your 
update into the newsletter.  
Reach me, the new content editor for 
“Expressions,” with information you’d like to 
see included or omitted. Shalom until April. 

Bonnie Smith (bonnie.smith@gmail.com) 
 
 
Our apologies that this was not relayed sooner: 
CITH would like to thank Kirt Helsel of 
Messiah’s Tree Farm, for the beautiful 
Christmas tree that he graciously donated; 
and Aprill Helsel for the two lovely wreaths 
that hung on either side of the tree.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Liam Folker   1-Mar 
     Rick Smith    2-Mar 
     Kaela McManus   5-Mar 
     Amy Christie                     15-Mar 
     Pat Hull                               19-Mar 
     Judith Smith           22-Mar 
     Ron Tschudy                    22-Mar 
     Dick Turk                     22-Mar 
     Dave Gregory                     26-Mar 
     Sharon Frey           27-Mar 
     Connie Garcia                     31-Mar 
 
Jason Link  

Our church through our Mission Committee is 
supporting Jason Link’s work in Nicaragua. He 
teaches English at Nicaragua Christian Academy 
International through Missionary Ventures. You 
may have heard Jason preach at Church in the 
Hills. I asked Jason if he’d update us on what’s 
going on now that he’s back in that country. 
Here is what he shared. Please keep Jason and 
his beautiful wife, Jessenia, and their children 
in your prayers.  
 

“It's been a month since we arrived in 
Nicaragua, and a lot has happened. Teaching 
has been in full swing for the last few weeks, 
and it's so great to have my students in 3D 
instead of on a Zoom call. It feels like I can 
connect with them so much better. 
 

“Here's just a brief snapshot of what life and 
ministry have looked like for us in Nicaragua: 
 

• One student who lives in my 
neighborhood has been devouring the 
Bible lately, and they often stop by our 
house to ask me questions about God 
and how we can be faithful to his Word. 

 

• Another student, who claims to be an 
unbeliever, opened up to me about 
painful experiences in their life and why 
they have trouble believing in God. 

 

• Some of my students have told me 
about the death and violence they have 
seen on the streets of Managua. 

 

• One student in my advanced English 
class has a learning disability but works 
really hard and gets good grades. 

 

• Sometimes in class, the students and I 
will break away from the planned 
discussion and talk about how great The 
Mandalorian is. (But I get them back on 
track...usually.) 
 

• At church, Jessenia had an unexpected 
(and teary-eyed) encounter with a baby 
she used to raise in the orphanage. Now 
he's not a baby anymore but a young 
man. Jessenia was overjoyed to see him 
healthy and happy in his adoptive family. 
 

“There is much more to tell, but I hope that 
gives you an idea of what's happening down 
here. 
 
“Please pray that God would give Jessenia and 
me wisdom as we navigate these kinds of 
experiences in this new chapter of life. 
 
“I hope all is well with you. 
 
Blessings, 
Jason” 



For Our Children: March 17th, celebrating St. 
Patrick’s Day. St. Patrick is notable for 
bringing the Good News of Jesus to Ireland. 
He used the three-leaf clover (shamrock) to 
explain the Holy Trinity---God, the Father; 
God, the Son; and God, the Holy Spirit. When 
he was 16 years old, Patrick was captured by 
Irish raiders in Britain, where he was born 
and grew up. The Irish raiders sold Patrick 
into slavery in Ireland where he worked at 
taking care of someone’s animals. The work 
was very hard, but it gave him time to grow 
in his faith with God. At age 22, he was able 
to escape and return to his home in Britain. 
His faith in God continued to grow, and he 
eventually was asked to return to Ireland to 
spread the Good News of Jesus. He didn’t 
want to go, at first, because he felt he did not 
have the skills or the knowledge to do the 
work, but in trusting God to help him, he 
eventually did accept, and Ireland became a 
Christian nation. Today, there is a great 
church named for him, The Cathedral of St. 
Patrick in Northern Ireland, and the 
Shamrock (three-leaf clover) is the national 
flower of Ireland. This shamrock can be 
printed out and colored if that interests you. 
It would make a great book mark! 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Justice. . . what is it? 
Do you know about the Methodist Social Creed?  
Here’s a link to learn a bit more about it.  
https://www.umc.org/en/content/methodist-
history-1908-social-creed-for-workers 
I share this because the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency Board is going through a three-phase 
discernment period as the organization seeks to 
discuss, pray, and share a vision for Presbyterian 
churches becoming Matthew 25 churches. Leslie 
Scanlon has been reporting on the process in 
Presbyterian Outlook.  So, what is a Matthew 25 
church? It’s a church that feeds the hungry, clothes 
the naked, visits the sick and those in prison, and 
welcomes the stranger, among other things. The 
Agency is working toward changes and restructuring 
to “focus on dismantling structural racism, ending 
systemic poverty and supporting congregational 
vitality.”   
https://pres-outlook.org/2021/01/refining-the-
shape-and-focus-of-the-matthew-25-vision/ 
Church in the Hills Mission Committee seeks to do 
this. The committee works on the church’s behalf to 
feed the hungry (Souper Bowl and monthly financial 
contributions to the Bellaire Food Pantry, support 
for Crop Walk, and Pet Food Collections), to clothe 
the naked (Closet to Closet, Coat Shed, Moms and 
Tots through Good Samaritan, and help to Friends of 
Veterans as needed) among other programs and 
efforts. This year, the committee continues its 
commitment to serve our church family and the 
greater community. Please be in prayer for our 
committee as we ask God for greater insight in how 
our church family can better serve one another and 
our community and neighbors during this coming 
year.  

Lent 
The Presbyterian Church is focusing on Shalom during 
this Lenten season. Here is a link to a first week of 
devotionals for meditation. Thank you, Lindsay Stevens, 
for providing the information and the link. I plan to follow 
this in the days ahead as a meditation and a prayer. You 
may also find it helpful.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/
lent2021/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium
=email&utm_content=2021+Lenten+Devotional+from+
Presbyterians+Today&utm_campaign=Presbyterians+To
day+-+January+2021+Newsletter 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/methodist-history-1908-social-creed-for-workers
https://www.umc.org/en/content/methodist-history-1908-social-creed-for-workers
https://pres-outlook.org/2021/01/refining-the-shape-and-focus-of-the-matthew-25-vision/
https://pres-outlook.org/2021/01/refining-the-shape-and-focus-of-the-matthew-25-vision/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/lent2021/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2021+Lenten+Devotional+from+Presbyterians+Today&utm_campaign=Presbyterians+Today+-+January+2021+Newsletter
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/lent2021/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2021+Lenten+Devotional+from+Presbyterians+Today&utm_campaign=Presbyterians+Today+-+January+2021+Newsletter
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/lent2021/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2021+Lenten+Devotional+from+Presbyterians+Today&utm_campaign=Presbyterians+Today+-+January+2021+Newsletter
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/lent2021/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2021+Lenten+Devotional+from+Presbyterians+Today&utm_campaign=Presbyterians+Today+-+January+2021+Newsletter
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/lent2021/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2021+Lenten+Devotional+from+Presbyterians+Today&utm_campaign=Presbyterians+Today+-+January+2021+Newsletter


Children’s Sunday School Going Virtual 

We are excited to announce that we will begin providing 
Christian Education lessons and activities for the 
children.  The curriculum is based on the best-selling 
story Bible Growing in God's Love: A Story Bible.  This 
engaging resource features 150 popular Bible stories that 
are organized by 13 themes, including Strong Women 
and Men; Listening for God; Parables; Healings and 
Miracles; and more. Growing in God’s Love features 
diverse artwork from more than twenty artists to appeal 
to a variety of ages and learning styles. Three reflection 
questions—Hear, See, Act—are included at the end of 
each story to help children further ponder the message 
of the story.  
  
Over a year ago, all families with children or 
grandchildren who regularly attended Sunday School 
received a copy of this Story Bible (pictured below), if you 
did not receive a copy and would like to get a copy for 
your children or grandchildren in order to participate in 
virtual Sunday school please contact Lindsay Eggers at 
lindsays@movewithstevens.com. 
   
Until we are able to meet face to face, we will be mailing 
at home kits.  These at-home kits can be used to connect 
with stories as families select their own questions and 
activities. Families who prefer to talk can focus on the 
wondering questions—questions that all ages can 
ponder and discuss. Families who like activities can do 
crafts, play games, read books, watch videos, and so 
forth. And families who like a little of both can choose to 
do that as well! 
 

Please email lindsays@movewithstevens.com if you 
would like to participate in our virtual Sunday School and 
we will go from there!  You can live as close by as Bellaire 
or as far away as Florida… shipping outside of the US isn’t 
possible at this time.  And on behalf of all the Sunday 
School teachers, WE MISS SEEING OUR KIDDOS!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books 
Bonnie Smith is still reading Heaven written by 
Randy Alcorn.  
 

C. S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia is a wonderful 
book for children in your family.  
 

Were you struck by Amanda Gorman’s poem at the 
president’s inauguration? I was, and I’ve been 
reading and re-reading it. You can find it here: 
https://www.oprahmag.com/entertainment/a3526
8319/amanda-gorman-inauguration-poem-
transcript/  

For there is always light, 
If only we’re brave enough to see it. 
If only we’re brave enough to be it. 

 

Rem Siekmann has been reading The Peace Making 
Church: 8 Biblical Keys to Resolve Conflict and 
Preserve Unity, written by Curtis Heffelfinger. 
  
Films to watch while hibernating: On Netflix: The 
Dig is based on a true story. The things they 
discover are currently in The British Museum.  
Watch this video after you’ve watched The Dig. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZaK78BWeO
0&ab_channel=LionelDufaye 
 

The Social Dilemma, on Netflix, is a documentary 
about Facebook, Google, Twitter, etc. and their 
deep influence on our lives. You’ll probably read and 
hear more about all of this as our government looks 
more deeply into how these companies are 
affecting our society.  
 

The new version of All Creatures Great and Small has 
been airing on PBS. It’s a remake of the books by 
author James Herriot (vet Alf Wight in real life) who 
lived and worked in Yorkshire, England. If you 
subscribe to ACORN TV through Amazon Prime, you 
can watch veterinarian Peter Wright, who trained 
under Alf Wight, and Peter’s partner, Julian Norton, 
in the day-to-day life of working in Yorkshire. It’s 
titled The Yorkshire Vet, of course. They are taking 
care of God’s creation. 
 

Steve Hartman Kindness 101 are great video 
episodes to remind our children that they have 
great power to change the world in good ways. You 
can see Steve’s videos on YouTube. I highly 
recommend them.  

mailto:lindsays@movewithstevens.com
mailto:lindsays@movewithstevens.com
https://www.oprahmag.com/entertainment/a35268319/amanda-gorman-inauguration-poem-transcript/
https://www.oprahmag.com/entertainment/a35268319/amanda-gorman-inauguration-poem-transcript/
https://www.oprahmag.com/entertainment/a35268319/amanda-gorman-inauguration-poem-transcript/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZaK78BWeO0&ab_channel=LionelDufaye
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZaK78BWeO0&ab_channel=LionelDufaye


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MARCH 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

1 
DEACONS 
10:00 AM 

ZOOM 
 
 
 

 

2 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

ZOOM 
 

WORSHIP/MUSIC 
3:30 PM 
ZOOM 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

3 
 
 

 

4 
FINANCE 
1:00 PM 
ZOOM 

 
 

 
 

 

5 
PASTOR’S 
DAY OFF 

 

 

6 
 

7 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

10:00 AM 
ONLINE 

 
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
   

 

 

8 
 

9 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

ZOOM 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 10 
SESSION 

10:00 AM 

ZOOM 

11 
 
 

 
 

 

12 
PASTOR’S 
DAY OFF 

 
 

13 
 

14 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

10:00 AM 
ONLINE 

 
 

 

15 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

16 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

ZOOM 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

 

18 
  

19 
PASTOR’S 
DAY OFF 

 

 

20 
 

21 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

10:00 AM 
ONLINE 

 
 
 

 

22 
 

23 
BIBLE 

STUDY 
10:00 AM 

ZOOM 
 

 

24 
  

25 
 

 

26 
PASTOR’S 
DAY OFF 

 

 

27 
 

 

28 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

10:00 AM 
ONLINE 

 

 

 

 

29 
 

 

30 
 

31 
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CHURCH IN THE HILLS 
A Presbyterian Community of 
Faith and Friendship in Christ 

6401 Shanty Creek Rd  
PO Box 319 

Bellaire, MI 49615 
Phone: 231-533-6001 

 

OFFICE E-MAIL: 
office@churchinthehills.net 

WEBSITE: 
www.churchinthehills.org 

 

Service of Worship: Sunday 10:00 AM 
Children’s Program: Sunday 10:00 AM 

 

OFFICE STAFFED  
Tue – Thu, 9 AM – 1 PM 

Lisa Luxton, Office Manager 
 

Church in the Hills is a member of the 
Presbytery of Mackinac 

The Synod of the Covenant 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

                              

                              

                              

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Reverend David Ramage revramage@gmail.com 
 

Clerk of Session:   Mary Ann Waara    231-350-0067 
 

Class of 2021       

Jean Rowe        Finance               231-533-8131 

Bonnie Smith          Mission   231-350-6406 

Cynthia Tschudy     C.E./Mission  231-544-6167 

Class of 2022       

Bob Brooks         Personnel   231-533-8005 

Lindsay Eggers         Christian Ed  989-992-5514 

Rem Siekmann        Worship   440-527-4416 

Class of 2023       

Linda Bicum         Membership   231-322-2811    

Tom Juntune           Finance  231-533-9403 

Terry Moore            Bldg. & Grounds  616-681-2450                                    

Music Staff       

Dorothy Clore, John Dickinson, Carol McLeod            

 
 
 
 Reverend Mr. Donald E. Gordon, Pastor Emeritus 


